FOREWORD

DR. FEATHER presents here an account of Ruther-
ford's work which is accurate and complete, and
since he has done justice to his theme it is most impres-
sive. For many of Rutherford's later years Dr. Feather
worked in the Cavendish Laboratory and under Ruther-
ford's direction and inspiration himself made a number
of the experiments which he describes in this book.
He has made a thorough study of the long road which
Rutherford followed, and helped to secure some of the
astounding results to which it led. No one is better
fitted to describe that road, and every student of science
will recognize the value of what he has done and thank
him for it.

It is not to be expected that any two great men should
be alike, and surely Rutherford was most unusual in his
combination of qualities. Many of those qualities were
especially active in his relations to other men, to his
students, his colleagues, his Mends, those wtern he met
on public business. If we are to hand down a true
memory to future generations, we must take care that
his personality is faithfully recorded. In his own words,
quoted by Dr. Feather, " we all ought to give some of
our recollections of those past and gone before they are
lost for good n. This is especially true of Rutherford
himself. He was, of course, a great scientist; he was
also a determined pioneer, an inspiring leader, a shrewd
adviser, a generous friend, a kind master, a breezy